
Mermaid and The Crashers: An 
Overview
Mermaid and The Crashers is a vibrant music ensemble hailing from San Francisco, 

established in 2025 by the charismatic duo—The Mermaid and Chris Crash. The band has 

carved a niche with its unique blend of punk and classic rock influences, crafting a sound that 

resonates deeply with listeners who cherish both the rebellious spirit of punk and the 

nostalgic allure of classic rock.

The Inspiration Behind "Like Mind" the Tiny Desk Submission 
Song

The band's Tiny Desk Submission song "Like Mind" explores the intricate journey of finding a 

soulmate in today's complex world. The modern era presents unique challenges for women 

seeking true love, as traditional courtship has evolved into a digital landscape characterized 

by "situationships" and overwhelming choices. The Mermaid, the band's lyrical powerhouse, 

draws deeply from her personal journey, weaving her experiences into the song's rich 

narrative. Songs such as “Psycho-Ex. Ugly and Serum” also explore the journey of 

relationships gone wrong with Dynamic, Raw Energy”

As a single mother who adopted three children from birth, The Mermaid encountered the 

additional challenge of balancing the search for love with the responsibilities of parenthood. 

Her foray into music was sparked by learning to play the guitar, serenading her children with 

melodies that honed her skills and unveiled her knack for songwriting.



Nancy Guettier: Leading Mermaid & The Crashers

Nancy Guettier, known by her stage name "Mermaid," is a multifaceted artist based in San 

Francisco. Her dynamic career encompasses roles as a songwriter, children's book author, and 

producer, with her most notable contribution being as the frontwoman of the rock band 

Mermaid & The Crashers.

Music Career & "Mermaid & The Crashers"

The Band

Nancy Guettier, affectionately known as "Mermaid," is the heart of The Crashers, captivating 

audiences with her unique voice and vivid storytelling. As the lead vocalist, she commands 

attention, drawing listeners into a world where raw emotion and whimsical narratives 

intertwine. The band's eclectic style merges rock, punk, and whimsical storytelling into a 

vibrant tapestry that offers a fresh take on familiar genres. Nancy's expressive vocals and 

profound lyrics serve as the backbone of this musical journey, reflecting her personal 

experiences in universal themes of love, struggle, and triumph. Known for their high-energy 

performances, Mermaid & The Crashers create an unforgettable experience with their 

dynamic sound and Nancy's captivating stage presence. Their latest EP showcases Nancy's 

lyrical prowess and the band's innovative style, inviting listeners to join them on their ever-

evolving musical journey. Through her artistry, Nancy has solidified her role as the lyrical soul 

of the band, using her voice to inspire and connect with audiences worldwide.

Discography

Mermaid & The Crashers boast a discography that includes standout tracks like “Psycho- Ex 

and  "Love Disorder”  each showcasing the band's distinctive style and Guettier's creative 

vision.

Performance

The band is a staple in the San Francisco music scene, frequently performing at iconic venues 

like the Hotel Utah Saloon. Their live shows are known for their dynamic energy and engaging 

storytelling, drawing in fans from all walks of life.

Multimedia & Books

Nancy Guettier is a versatile artist known for her work in children's literature 
and film. Her book "Mermaids on Mars" was adapted into an award-winning 
stop-motion animated short film, for which she served as producer and 
songwriter.

Key themes in her work include:



Water conservation
Environmental education for children, conveyed through whimsical characters.

Guettier has also authored other children's books like "Circus in the Sky," "Jude's Moon," and 

"I Am Magical," featuring imaginative narratives and captivating illustrations that resonate 

with both children and parents.

Chris Crash®: The Guitar Maestro

Chris Crash, the enthusiastic guitarist for Mermaid & The Crashers, is a pivotal force in 

shaping the band’s unique sound. His dynamic style blends psychedelic rock with punk 

influences, creating an exhilarating musical experience that captivates audiences. Chris's 

deep roots in the Bay Area punk scene lend authenticity and raw energy to the band's 

performances.

Local Influence and Promotion

A well-known figure in the local music community, Chris Crash leverages his connections and 

reputation to promote Mermaid & The Crashers. His extensive involvement in the punk scene 

not only brings visibility to the band but also helps them connect with diverse audiences. 

Recently, Chris took a significant step in advancing the band's reach by entering them into the 

2026 Tiny Desk Contest, showcasing their talent on a national stage.

Musical Style and Impact

Chris's guitar work is characterized by its bold and innovative approach, merging classic rock 

riffs with the experimental nuances of psychedelic music. His ability to seamlessly integrate 

these styles results in a sound that is both nostalgic and contemporary, appealing to fans of 

varied musical tastes. Chris's contributions are essential in driving the creative vision of 

Mermaid & The Crashers, ensuring their place in the evolving landscape of rock music.

Commitment to Artistic Growth

Beyond his role as a musician, Chris Crash is dedicated to the continuous evolution of the 

band. He actively pursues opportunities for artistic growth, encouraging collaboration and 

experimentation within Mermaid & The Crashers. His commitment to their success is evident 

in his relentless drive to explore new musical territories and expand their audience.

With Chris at the helm, Mermaid & The Crashers are poised to make a lasting impact on the 

music scene, offering a fresh, vibrant perspective that resonates with listeners around the 

world.

Chris Crash, an experienced musician and perhaps the oldest novice skateboarder, Chris 

Crash, a multifaceted talent in the punk scene, got his stage name from Mermaid after she 

watched his spirited skatepark antics. Embracing this moniker, Chris trademarked it, 



solidifying his identity. Beyond being a guitarist, he became a videographer, capturing the raw 

energy of local punk bands and fostering community. His dual roles have made him a local 

celebrity in San Francisco, where his dynamic performances and support for other artists 

have left a lasting impact on the music scene.

Rocking Rodney: The Beat Behind Mermaid and The Crashers

Rocken Rodney is not just the rhythmic pulse of Mermaid and The Crashers but also a 

seasoned musician with a rich history in the local music scene. His several decades of 

experience playing in both disco and rock bands have endowed him with a versatile skill set 

that adds a distinctive funk to the band's punk roots. Rodney's ability to seamlessly blend 

these genres enriches the band's sound, making their music both dynamic and eclectic.

Musical Experience and Contributions

Decades of Experience:

Rocken Rodney's journey in the music world has been long and varied. His time spent in local 

disco and rock bands has honed his ability to adapt and innovate, ensuring that Mermaid and 

The Crashers' performances are both fresh and familiar.

Vocal Harmony:

In addition to his drumming prowess, Rodney is known for his vocal harmony abilities. His 

contributions in this area help create rich, layered soundscapes that complement the band's 

energetic performances and emphasize their lyrical depth.

Funk Influence:

Rodney's funk influence is palpable in the band's music, providing an unexpected yet 

harmonious twist to their punk sound. This unique blend of styles sets Mermaid and The 

Crashers apart, giving them a distinctive edge in the music scene.

Life Beyond the Drums

Music Adventures Beyond:

Rodney, affectionately known as the "Karaoke King," captivates local crowds with his smooth 

vocals and wide song repertoire.

Nighttime Adventures:

Rodney is also known for his penchant for long bike rides at night. These nocturnal 

adventures offer him a sense of freedom and inspiration that he channels into his music, 

adding an element of spontaneity to his drumming style and creative process.



With Rocken Rodney's diverse experiences and talents, Mermaid and The Crashers continue 

to push musical boundaries, captivating audiences with their unique sound and energetic 

performances.

Hans Winold: Bass Player Extraordinaire

Hans Winold is the versatile bass player of Mermaid and The Crashers, known for his 

distinctive musical style and mastery of the upright bass. His expertise adds depth and a 

unique flavor to the band's sound, effortlessly blending with their punk and classic rock 

influences.

Musical Style and Instruments

Primary Instrument: Hans is renowned for his exceptional skills on the upright bass, which 

serves as the rhythmic and melodic backbone for numerous musical ensembles. His playing is 

both dynamic and nuanced, providing a solid foundation that supports and enhances the 

band's vibrant energy.

Secondary Instruments: In addition to the bass, Hans showcases his versatility by playing the 

harmonica on select recordings. His ability to switch between these instruments adds a layer 

of richness and diversity to the band's music, keeping listeners engaged and enthralled.

Genres: Hans's musical repertoire spans an impressive array of genres, including Dark 

Americana, Rockabilly, and Honky-tonk. His adaptability allows him to seamlessly integrate 

these diverse influences into the band's sound, ensuring that each performance is both 

innovative and authentic.

Contribution to Mermaid and The Crashers

Hans's contributions are integral to the band's success, as his expertise and passion for music 

help to drive their creative vision. His ability to draw from various genres enriches Mermaid 

and The Crashers' sound, making their music both timeless and contemporary. Whether 

through his masterful bass lines or his evocative harmonica playing, Hans Winold continues 

to captivate audiences and elevate the band's musical journey.

Bridging Past and Present Rock

Mermaid and The Crashers aspire to bridge the gap between "past and present rock," using 

their music as a conduit for freedom and escapism. The mermaid motif encapsulates this 

theme, symbolizing a sense of liberation and fantasy that the band aims to evoke through 

their music.

The Band photos




